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Our History

The Story so Far: How We Began
The seed of the organization began in 2009 with small picnics that drew 
increasingly larger crowds, clarifying the need for something more. By the fall 
of 2011, picnic organizers realized that the Charlottesville area needed a festival 
and an organization that could unify, provide a voice for, and meet the needs 
of the LGBTQ population. Thus, in 2012, the Charlottesville Pride Community 
Network (Cville Pride) was formed and the first festival was held.
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Who We Are

The Charlottesville Pride Community Network (Cville Pride) is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. Our mission: To create a vibrant, visible, and unified 
LGBTQ community presence in Charlottesville and the surrounding region 
that promotes equality and integrates groups and individuals through events, 
outreach, resource-sharing, networking, and communications initiatives.

To date, Cville Pride has produced four successful pride festivals, drawing 
diverse crowds in the thousands from throughout the region. Through our 
activities and programs as well as our partnerships with businesses and 
organizations, we have heightened public awareness about LGBTQ issues 
and engaged civic leaders, politicians, educators, and community leaders 
in rethinking discriminatory policies and procedures. We have served as a 
resource and network hub for the central Virginia community and become 
the go-to media resource that provides local perspective on national issues. 
Our annual festival and year-round programs have touched the lives of LGBTQ 
youth, families, and seniors throughout the region.
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What We Do
Pride Festival: Cville Pride has held four increasingly successful 
and popular festivals each September in Lee Park. 

Youth Programming: LGBTQ youth in central Virginia, a 
statistically vulnerable population, have few opportunities to 
socialize with peers in a safe environment, experiencing a sense 
of belonging and community. In response, Cville Pride initiated 
youth programming, hosting several youth-themed events, 
including bowling nights and involving teens in the production of 
the Dogwood Parade float. We also organized two signature events 
for youth. In September 2015, partnering with local support groups 
and benefiting from the support of UVA’s Serpentine Society, we 
held the first-ever LGBTQ Youth Pride Picnic. The event brought 
together over 50 kids from 11 different middle and high schools 
from as far away as Waynesboro and Louisa. Parents also relished 
the opportunity to meet and share with each other. In May 2016, we 
held the first alternative prom for LGBTQ teenagers and allies, the Unprom. The event was a huge success, with over 
85 attendees from throughout the region. Parents and youth alike were grateful for this chance to enjoy feeling 
safe, normal, and accepted.

Local Leader Recognition: To honor local advocates for LGBTQ rights, we have presented annual awards to: 
Dave Norris, former Cville mayor; Roberta Williamson, founding sponsor of Cville Pride; Mark Herring, Virginia 
Attorney General; Llezelle Dugger, Charlottesville’s Clerk of the Court; and Lyndele von Schill, co-founder of 
Cville Pride and the local chapters of ROSMY and PFLAG (LGBTQ support groups). 

Senior Programming: LGBTQ seniors constitute another population often overlooked in terms of resources, 
community, and support. Nursing homes, retirement communities, and hospitals often overlook their needs and/
or discriminate against them. With the support of the Senior Center and JABA, Cville Pride organized a screening 
of the film Gen Silent, a documentary about the aging LGBTQ population. And in the spring of 2016, we began 
hosting regular senior social events.

Promoting Inclusion, Discussion, & Awareness: We have brought LGBTQ themes and issues into mainstream 
events by sponsoring and promoting programs at the Virginia Festival of the Book, the Look 3 Festival of the 
Photograph, and the Virginia Film Festival. We’ve also partnered with local organizations to create and produce 
events with the Charlottesville Lady Arm Wrestlers, JMRL (Big Read art contest), Lighthouse Studios, and the 
Dogwood Festival. Cville Pride also joined the Chamber of Commerce. In the spring of 2016, we were a major 
sponsor of the first ever Transhealth Symposium, a seminar that trained over 200 mental and medical healthcare 
providers. 

Safe Space Training: After facilitating the training of trainers and 
the development of training materials, we helped create the new 
Charlottesville Area Safe Space Trainers Coalition. This program 
exposes non-profits, businesses, and government organizations 
to the legal, cultural challenges facing their LGBTQ clients and 
customers. To date, we have trained the local Junior League, the 
local Health Department, and the Jefferson Madison Regional 
Library, among others.

Promoting Community: Pride began holding monthly social 
gatherings at various venues for the LGBTQ and allies community. 
We also share issues and events relevant to the community to our 
sizeable social media presence. 

“This is the 
first time in my life

I’ve ever 
felt normal.”

— 2015 LGBTQ Youth 
Pride Picnic attendee

“Finally 
I feel comfortable
going to a prom.”

— 2016 Unprom
attendee
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The Pride Festival

Cville Pride has held four increasingly successful and popular festivals each 
September in Lee Park. Estimated attendance was 2,000 in 2012, 3,000 in 
2013, 3,500+ in 2014, and over 5,000 in 2015. (Attendance was tracked with 
wristbands). The festival attracts a wide variety of people, many local but 
also many from out-of-town, even out-of-state. The number of vendors has 
increased dramatically, and we have enjoyed support from, among others, MS 
Events, McGuireWoods, Edgecombs Imported Auto, Miller/Coors, the UVA 
Community Credit Union, and many individuals.

More Than Just A Party
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“One thing that was great 
about Pride 

is that it was more like 
a giant block party, 

one that was welcoming 
to all regardless of their 

sexual orientation.”
– 2013 Pride Festival attendee

“My partner and I 
have been 

together for years, 
we have 

three children together, 
and today is the first day 

we’ve held hands 
in public.” 

– 2014 Pride Festival attendee

The original picnics that preceded Pride gathered about 100 or so people. 
The first annual Cville Pride Festival had a Facebook RSVP total of 900, and 
informed estimates put the actual number of people to be around 2,000.  
Wanting more solid numbers, wristbands were given to festival-goers at the 
second Cville Pride Festival in 2013. We ordered 3,000. They were gone by 4 
p.m. For the remaining two hours of the festival, hundreds of people requested 
wristbands. 

2016 Cville Pride Festival: 
 How Your Support Can Help

Geographic Reach and Diversity
Attendees have come from California, Maryland, New York. Greene, 
Nelson, Augusta, Fluvanna. Richmond, Hampton Roads, Northern Virginia 
(information gathered through merchandise sales and surveys). The Pride 
festival has already earned a reputation for the diversity of the population 
attending. Black, white, Hispanic, young and old, children, teens, straight, 
gay, conservative, liberal, drag queens, Derby Dames, city councillors, church 
pastors – it’s hard to imagine another occasion that attracts the range of people 
from so many walks of life in one place.

With your financial support, we can provide another successful year of events. 
Your sponsorship of the September 17th, 2016 Pride Festival can provide for:
• Children’s area activities, crafts, food
• Entertainment  
• Hosting over 75 vendors
• Wristbands or other merchandise
• Promotional efforts
• The 2nd LGBTQ Youth Pride Picnic on September 10
• Senior programming
• Other festival programs offered throughout the week (prior years have 

included art openings, film screenings, music and dance shows, readings)
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Sponsor Cville Pride

Cville Pride could not do this important work without the financial support of 
individuals, businesses, and organizations.

Giving to Cville Pride visibly demonstrates that you value the LGBTQ 
community and are committed to social justice and civil rights. Your 
donation to Cville Pride lets LGBTQ youth, seniors, and families know that 
they are valued members of society. This message of acceptance is critically 
important to everyone, but particularly for a segment of the population that 
has experienced discrimination in the community, workplace, and school.

We Need You!



Quotes From Our 
Proud Sponsors

“Supporting Charlottesville’s Pride 
Festival was initially a personal 
decision. It was a way to do something 
positive for a community that we, as 
a company, highly value. Over time, 
we have found  that the goodwill 
generated by our participation has 
also been beneficial in bringing in 
new customers who know they will be 
treated with respect.”

— Sheri Edgecomb, 
 General Manager, 
 Edgecomb’s Imported Auto

“While many pride events in our 
country serve the purpose of giving 
the LGBTQ community an opportunity 
to celebrate in a public space, the 
Charlottesville Pride event gives 
(and brings) the entire community 
together as a whole to celebrate our 
similarities and our differences as one. 
All businesses, small and large, should 
jump at sponsoring Cville Pride.  It is 
rare to find such an authentic group 
of people and event to be a part of 
in today’s world; and the support in 
return from the attendees is equally 
genuine and appreciated.”

— Chrishawn Spackman, 
 WhyNot? apparel

7

Benefits and Reach

Even with marriage equality, the work goes on. With the legalization of same-sex marriage, prejudice and discrimination 
have found louder voices and wider platforms for disseminating hate speech and bias. The efforts on the part of some 
religious groups to legalize discrimination have clearly outlined spaces where LGBTQ people are not safe. Subtle bias 
continues, workplace discrimination remains legal, kids are still getting kicked out of their homes or bullied at school, 
and transgender people face high rates of violence, discrimination, and suicide. While there have been legal gains, the 
work to educate and enlighten our society at the cultural and personal level remains critical – and requires continued 
energy and resources.

After Marriage Equality: Why Pride Still Matters

This kind of substantive support boosts the profile of the 
Charlottesville area as a welcoming, diverse place to work and 
live. The benefits of garnering LGBTQ tourists and equality-
minded companies contribute to overall the overall economic 
growth of the region.

We Need You!

Benefits to the Region

Benefits to You
By supporting Cville Pride, you:
• Earn the loyalty of a dedicated and resource-rich customer 

base
• Gain a unique platform for reaching clients and customers 
• Raise your profile as an organization committed to making 

a difference
• Join a community of Pride sponsors who share common 

values and interests

According to several studies and analyses (Witeck 
Communications), the combined buying power of the U.S. 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) adult 
population for 2014 was estimated at $884 billion. The global 
LBGTQ spending power is an estimated $3.7 trillion (LGBTQ 
Capital).

The Cville Pride Footprint
• Over 5,000 Facebook followers with post reaches over 60k 

and climbing daily
• Social media presence on Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram
• Website views in the tens of thousands 
• Email list reaching hundreds
• State-wide exposure in earned and paid social media, press 

coverage, publications
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Choose Your Sponsorship Level

• Mentioned in all media (radio, social, print, etc.)
• Your large banners featured on stage
• Two free vendor spaces
• Your large logo placed prominently on the back of our 

t-shirts
• You logo on our website homepage
• Four complimentary t-shirts!

Rainbow — $10,000 + Platinum — $5,000 +
• Mentioned in all media (radio,social, print, etc.)
• Your large banners featured on stage
• One free vendor space
• Your large logo placed prominently on the back of our 

t-shirts
• Your logo (small) on our website homepage
• Four complimentary t-shirts!

Gold — $2,500 +
• Mentioned in printed media
• Small banner featured on stage
• One free vendor space
• Large logo on the back of our t-shirts
• Your logo (small) on our website homepage
• Two complimentary t-shirts!

Silver — $1,000 +
• Mentioned in some printed media
• Banners featured in one area (children’s area, religious, 

food)
• One free vendor space
• Medium-sized logo on the back of our t-shirts
• Your logo (large) under sponsors on our website
• Two complimentary t-shirts!
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Bronze — $750 +
• Half off one vendor space
• Small logo on the back of our t-shirts
• Your logo (small) under sponsors on our website
• Two complimentary t-shirts!

Equality Advocate — $500 +
• Half off one vendor space
• Large text attribution on the back of our t-shirts
• Your logo (small) under sponsors on our website
• One complimentary t-shirt!

Equality Partner — $250 +
• Small text attribution on the back of our t-shirts
• Large text attribution under sponsors on our website
• One complimentary t-shirt!

Pride Partner — $100 +
• Small text attribution under sponsors on our website
• One complimentary t-shirt!

Our Current Major Sponsors:

Charlottesville Radio Group
Miller Coors
MS Events

Blue Haven 151
Edgecomb’s Imported Auto
Howard and Karen Pape

Marie Bette Café & Bakery
McGuireWoods LLP

Moose’s by the Creek
Serpentine Society

Charlottesville Albemarle Convention & 
Visitor’s Bureau

UVA LGBTQ Center and Student Services
Why Not? Apparel

Camyrn Limo
TGB Law

United Nations of Comedy
Convoy

Jenny Mead
Lexis Nexis Pride

Scarpa
UVA Community Credit Union

Whole Foods



2016 Cville Pride Festival Sponsorship

Name

First Name Last Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

Email

Recognition Preference: How do you want us to honor your gift?

Would you like to make this donation in someone else’s name?
 ☐ Yes  ☐ No

 ☐ Company name

 ☐ Other

 ☐ My name  ☐ Keep my gift anonymous

Select your sponsorship level:
 ☐ Rainbow

 ☐ Bronze

 ☐ Platinum

 ☐ Equality Advocate

 ☐ Gold

 ☐ Equality Partner

 ☐ Silver

 ☐ Pride Partner

Shirt Sizes: Please list sizes for each free t-shirt 
(Youth L, S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL)

Please send this form with logo and check to:
Cville Pride, P.O. Box 1512 
Charlottesville, VA,22902
Thank you! Your support means so much! 
Please note: To have your logo and/or name included on the festival 
t-shirt, we will need your donation by August 1, 2016.

You can also donate
at cvillepride.org!


